
East Herts District Council

Call for Sites



What is a Call for Sites?

Why Local Planning Authorities(LPA’s) need to 
undertake this process?



Planning Policy Overview

- Development Plan is at the heart of 
Planning System – a plan-led approach.

- Plan must follow national policies and 
guidance law

- Plans must be reviewed every 5 years but 
cover a 15 year period

- Plans set out a strategic vision for growth



Local Plan review/preparation 



Call for Sites process

Launch 
Consultation

Receive 
responses

Analyse

• Traditionally very resource 
hungry – lots of data 
collection

• National criteria for whether 
sites are allocatable:
• Available
• Deliverable
• Achievable

• But site allocation needs to 
accord with development 
strategy

The MHCLG Digital Planning Programme | Local Digital

https://www.localdigital.gov.uk/digital-planning/


Outputs



Assessing sites

COLLECTION •WebMap

•Database

OVERVIEW
• Site Report 

Card

•Overview 
Report

FILTER
•Review 

highlighted 
issues

ANALYSIS
•Assess against 

statutory tests 
and constraints

SCENARIOS
• Development 

strategy scenarios

• Modelling growth



Analysing the Development Strategy

• Modelling archetypes of 
development strategies – all 
versions of a kind?

• Analyse how many sites meet 
these criteria and shows 
impact on overall growth 
options

• Opportunity to assess 
individual sites as well

GB Release    Urban Expansion         Existing Settlements         Other

No of allocatable sites:
Housing Delivery:
Other uses:

Average site per ward:

Key Sites:

Site ###1:
Site ###2:
Site ###3:

Density Assumptions:

Central
Urban
Suburban
Rural

Proportion 
housing need met
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