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PRODUCT UPDATE

What’s happened over the last few years…
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AddressBase improvements

OS MasterMap – Sites Layer

1:10 000 raster withdrawal

OS Terrain 50

Tell OS Urban improvement

OS MasterMap Networks –

Water Layer

OS MasterMap Address Layer &

ADDRESS-POINT withdrawal

OS MasterMap – Building Height Attribute



DESCRIPTIVE TERMS ENHANCEMENT 

• Adding new descriptive terms to OS MasterMap Topography features

• Enhanced attribution for analytical applications

• Improved cartographic styling

• OS Insight release in Autumn 2013

• Schema change required – announcement  1st May 2014

• First enhanced product release dates to be announced in July, likely late 

Autumn

• Released in thematic packs, reducing the scale of update in your COU
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Topography Layer content upgrade
Agricultural Land Division Mooring Post Shingle

Aqueduct Drain Mud Signal

Archway Electoral Multi Surface Sinks

Bench Mark Electricity Sub Station Narrow Gauge Site Of Heritage

Bottom Of Cliff Emergency Telephone Nonconiferous Trees Slag Heap

Bottom Of Slope
Flagstaff

Nonconiferous Trees 

(Scattered)
Slag Heap (Inactive)

Boulders Footbridge Normal Tidal Limit Slipway

Boulders (Scattered) Ford Orchard Slope

Boundary Half 

Mereing Foreshore Outline
Sloping Masonry

Boundary Post Or 

Stone
Fountain

Overhead Construction
Sluice

Bridge Gantry Parish Spoil Heap

Buffer Gas Governor Parliamentary Spoil Heap (Inactive)

Canal Groyne Pole Spot Height

Canal Feeder Guide Post Polygon Closing Link Spreads

Capstan Heath Positioned Boulder Spring

Cattle Grid
Inferred Property Closing 

Link Positioned Coniferous Tree Standard Gauge Track

Cave Issues Positioned Nonconiferous Tree Static Water

Chimney Landfill Post Step

Cliff Landfill (Inactive) Public Structure

Collects Letter Box Public Convenience Swimming Pool

Compound Level Crossing Public Telephone Switch

Conduit Lighting Gantry Pylon Tank

Coniferous Trees
Line Of Mooring Posts Rail Signal Gantry

Telecommunications 

Mast

Coniferous Trees 

(Scattered)
Line Of Posts Reeds

Top Of Cliff

Conveyor Lock Reservoir Top Of Slope

Coppice Or Osiers Lock Gate Ridge Or Rock Line Track

County Marsh Road Name Or Classification Traffic Calming

Course Of Heritage

Marsh Reeds Or 

Saltmarsh Road Related Flow

Triangulation Point Or 

Pillar

Crane Mast Rock Tunnel Edge

Cross
Mean High Water 

(Springs) Rock (Scattered) Unmade Path Alignment

Culvert

Mean Low Water 

(Springs) Rough Grassland

Upper Level Of 

Communication

Direction Of Flow Mill Leat Saltmarsh Watercourse

Distance Marker Mine Leat Sand Waterfall

District Mineral Workings Scree Waterfall (vertical)

Disused Feature

Mineral Workings 

(Inactive) Scrub
Weir

Well

Wind Turbine



GENERAL CONTENT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME

• Programmed sweep of c.14 000 square kms of urban geography maintained 
to 3 year currency

• Source: High resolution Imagery (10-15 cm)

• Methodology: Remote sensing and plotting in a stereo environment 
supplemented by field capture where detail is obscured / not clear

• 1 200 kms completed last financial year (2014-2015)

 Arbroath - completed March 2014 (8.5 km2)

 Dundee - completed July 2014 (47.8 km2)

 Methil - completed June 2014 (9.3 km2)

 St. Andrews - completed April 2014 (4.5 km2)
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URBAN CONTENT IMPROVEMENT TARGETS IN 

SCOTLAND DURING 2015-2016
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• Glenrothes 

• Edinburgh

• Dunfermline

• Bathgate

• Kirkintilloch

• Dumfries

• Rosyth

• Irvine

• Helensburgh

• Arbroath

• Livingston

• Glasgow

• Fort William

• Musselbourgh

• Aberdeen already flown and awaiting capture

• Planned flying for 7002 km this year and delivery during 2015-2016 FY

• Target areas  –
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Examples of change



Examples of change



Examples of change • 3 083 changes supplied in Change 

Only Update

• Reason for change:

• Modified – 2081

• New – 515

• Restructured – 348

• Reclassified – 130

• Attributes – 9

• 12 new traffic calming areas (710.9m2)

• 280m2 of pavements updated

• 4 241m2 of roads updated

• 6 487m2 of building updated



1: 10 000 CONTENT IMPROVEMENT TRIAL

• During 2012-2014 Ordnance Survey consulted with a wide customer base 

about their current and future needs for mapping in the mountain and 

moorland areas of Scotland. 

• These areas are mapped at a scale of 1: 10 000 within OS MasterMap 

Topography Layer

• In Nov 2013 sample data was shared with customer group and feedback 

received

• Feedback from customer at that stage was not to progress further

• Ordnance Survey wish to fully understand cost and delivery implications of 

upgrading selected 1: 10 000 areas and are conducting a limited trial in to 

product

• The areas chosen are lowland geographies with intensive land use

• These areas will be delivered in to product during Spring 2015

• This is not a programme by Ordnance Survey to begin a programme of 

upgrading all 1: 10 000 areas
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OS MASTERMAP TOPOGRAPHY LAYER – BUILDING 

HEIGHT ATTRIBUTE

Adds a set of simple height attributes to buildings in urban areas, for 

visualisations and analysis such as  urban planning, emergency response, and 

signal propagation.

• Enhancement to OS MasterMap Topography Layer – available to OSMA 

members

• Alpha first released March 2014

• Second alpha release due early December 2014 – additional coverage, 

particularly in Scotland

• Includes ground, eave and maximum roof height per building

• Supplied as  a separate .csv to join to Topography Layer using the TOID

• Future developments to be driven by customer feedback

• Getting Started Guide available
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BUILDING HEIGHT ATTRIBUTE - HEIGHT VALUES
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TOPOGRAPHY LAYER WITH  BUILDING HEIGHTS AND OS 

TERRAIN 5
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OS MASTERMAP SITES LAYER

A nationally maintained dataset of the detailed extent of important locations, for 

analysis such as asset management, risk assessment and emergency 

response.
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• Available to OSMA members as an 

enhancement to OS MasterMap 

Topography Layer from 1 December 14

• access points provided for each site

• routing points for use with ITN

• Supplied as .gml

• maintenance synchronised with our large-

scale data

• 6-monthly updates – COU or full supply

• Order via the online ordering system –

separate file

• In May 2015, 857 new sites (GB) have 

been added and existing sites improved 

as part of ongoing maintenance



OS MASTERMAP SITES LAYER – PRODUCT THEMES
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Air Transport

Airfield 

Airport 

Helicopter Station 

Heliport 

Education

First School 

Further Education 

Higher Education 

Infant School 

Junior School 

Middle School 

Non State Primary or Preparatory School 

Non State Secondary School 

Primary School 

School for Special Needs

Secondary School

University

Medical Care

Hospice 

Hospital 

Medical Care Accommodation

Rail Transport

Railway Station 

Vehicular Rail Terminal

Road Transport

Bus Station 

Coach Station

Road User Services

Water Transport

Vehicle Ferry Terminal

Passenger Ferry Terminal

Port consisting of Docks and Nautical 
Berthing

Utility & Industrial Sites

Chemical Works

Electricity Distribution

Electricity Production

Gas Distribution or Storage

Oil Distribution Or Storage

Oil Refining

Oil Terminal



OS MASTERMAP NETWORKS - WATER LAYER

• The only detailed, heighted water network of Great Britain showing the flow 

and precise course of rivers, streams, lakes and canals.

• Vector- topologically structured link and node network

• Attribution includes Watercourse name, flow direction, gradient, primary flow, 

TOID reference, EA or SEPA catchment name and ID.

• Available via DVD or download with a quarterly update schedule
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OS Open Map - Local OS Open Rivers

OS Open Roads OS Open Names 
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A new ‘street level’ vector dataset 
designed as an effective backdrop for 
integrating and visualising other analytical 
open data.

A generalised road network product 
delivering a national view of Great Britain’s 
road network. 

A generalised network enabled product 

delivering a national view of Great Britain’s 

rivers.

A significant upgrade to our legacy 

gazetteer products for use in location 

searches on both mobile and web.

BETA BETA

BETA

OPEN DATA



FITTING INTO THE OS OPEN DATA STACK
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MiniScale

1: 250 000 Scale Colour Raster

Meridian2

Strategi

Vector Map District

OS Open Rivers

OS Open Roads

OS Open Map - Local

Boundaryline

OS Open Names

Codepoint Open

Terrain 50

View. Pin. Share



PRESUMPTION TO 

PUBLISH



CHANGES TO THE DERIVED DATA EXEMPTIONS 

PROCESS

Currently there are four processes:

• Standard (Full) Process

• Streamlined Process (School Catchment Areas, Public Conveniences, 

Conservation Areas, Areas of Development and Public Rights of Way)

• Generic Streamlined Process

• Presumption to Publish (PtP)

98 datasets (as at 31 September 2015) have been exempted under PtP by 

OSMA Members since its introduction in March 2015

The Streamlined and Generic Streamlined Processes are now rarely used so 

our intention is to withdraw them. 

The Standard and PtP processes will remain  
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EXAMPLES – PTP APPROPRIATE

English Heritage – Listed Buildings



Highland Council – Land Housing Audit



EXAMPLE – MAY BE PTP COMPLIANT

London Borough of Hillingdon – War Memorials, it is unclear if this contains third 

party (Royal Mail) IP



EXAMPLE – SUBSTANTIAL COPY

Large copy from OS MasterMap Topography Layer



Substantial copy from Topography Layer even with member information



CONCLUSION 

Presumption to Publish is new territory for OS and we will be developing it 

based of feedback from the membership, for example the approach to local 

government planning datasets may be subject to change. 

If in doubt members can contact your Relationship Manager or the OSMA 

Helpdesk.
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