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EXISTING OS OPENDATA
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WHAT ARE THE NEW OS OPEN PRODUCTS?
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OS Open Products are a significant enhancement to Ordnance Survey’s portfolio of

Open Data products. The OS Open collection of beta products includes:

OS Open Map – Local - a new ‘street level’ vector dataset designed as an effective

backdrop for integrating and visualising other analytical open data.

OS Open Roads – a generalised road network product delivering a national view of

Great Britain’s road network.

OS Open Rivers – a generalised network enabled product delivering a national view

of Great Britain’s rivers.

OS Open Names – a significant upgrade to our legacy gazetteer products for use in

location searches on both mobile and web – giving the most up to date available

place names, road names, road numbers and postcodes.

OS Open products are targeted at both public sector and commercial users and is

designed to add value and content to the opendata datasets.



WHAT ARE THE NEW OS OPEN PRODUCTS?
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OS Open Map – Local

A new ‘street level’ vector dataset designed as an 
effective backdrop for integrating and visualising other 
analytical open data.

OS Open Rivers

A generalised network enabled product delivering a 

national view of Great Britain’s rivers.

OS Open Roads

A generalised road network product delivering a 
national view of Great Britain’s road network.

OS Open Names

A significant upgrade to our legacy gazetteer products 
for use in location searches on both mobile and web.



FITTING INTO THE OS OPEN DATA STACK
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OS OPEN MAP – LOCAL
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“The most detailed ‘street level’ vector mapping product available 

within the open data arena”

• Provides a backdrop for integrating and 

visualising analytical data such as other 

Government data.

• High quality visual building detail 

including important buildings.

• Includes extents of functional sites such 

as transport, hospitals and schools.

• Easy to use and simple to style in 

accordance with your mapping demands 

(using bespoke GIS and Open GIS).

• Available as part of a comprehensive 

and detailed open product set.



OS OPEN ROADS
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• OS Open Roads is a 

connected road network 

for Great Britain.

• The product contains all 

classified roads 

(Motorway and A & B 

Roads)

• Includes officially named 

unclassified roads

• Generalised from 

Ordnance Survey large-

scale highways data.

• Compatible with the road 

detail in OS Open Map –

Local and OS Vector 

Map District products



OS OPEN RIVERS
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• OS Open Rivers is a 

connected river 

network for Great 

Britain.

• Showing the 

locations of rivers, 

streams, lakes, 

lochs and canals,

• Highlighting the 

direction of flow

• Generalised from 

Ordnance Survey 

large-scale 

watercourse data.

• Compatible with the 

OS Open Map –

Local and OS Vector 

Map District 

products.



OS OPEN NAMES
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OS Open Names enables accurate location searching

• OS Open Names, includes place 

names, road names, road 

numbers and postcodes

• An enhancement on current 

OpenData gazetteers, OS 

Locator™ and OS 1:50 000 

Gazetteer

With:

• Improved accuracy

• Better quality content

• More frequent updates



[insert protective marking - see QSP 032]

ENHANCING OS 

PRODUCTS



ENHANCING OS MASTERMAP TOPOGRAPHY LAYER 

DESCRIPTIVE TERM CONTENT
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• Schema change announced 1 May 2014

• Work going on now to improve data quality

• Schema changing in Autumn 2015

• First new descriptive terms in OS MasterMap Topography Layer data 

from Autumn 2015 onwards

• Rollout will take several releases – lots of change (9million +)!

• Full details on OS MasterMap Topography Layer support pages



DESCRIPTIVE TERMS - EXAMPLE
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NEW DESCRIPTIVE TERMS

Official



BENEFITS OF NEW CONTENT
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• More detail for topographic features (generalised terms are now more 

accurately defined)

• Opportunities for improved analysis

• Opportunities for better visualisation

• Improved tidal identification



ENHANCING OS MASTERMAP TOPOGRAPHY LAYER 

SITES CONTENT
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• Sites Layer product withdrawn 1 October 2015. 

• Sites now available as part of Topography Layer from 30 November 2014. 

• In May 2015, 857 new sites have been added and existing sites improved 

as part of ongoing maintenance, now providing over 40 thousand site 

extents. 



ENHANCING OS MASTERMAP TOPOGRAPHY LAYER 

BUILDING HEIGHT CONTENT
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Current coverage - Alpha 3(Dec 2014) 

•11,200km2 urban 

•42,000km2 rural 

Web map available on Topography Layer 

Support pages 

Ground, eave and maximum heights per 

building: 



ENHANCING ADDRESSBASE CONTENT
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NEW OS PRODUCTS



OSMM HIGHWAYS NETWORK

More than just ITN and NSG, there is contribution from DfT and its agencies, 

other Ordnance Survey data and data improvement
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COLLABORATION
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OSMM HIGHWAYS NETWORK
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WATER COURSES
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WIDTHS
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3D GEOMETRY
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MAINTAINED CONTENT
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• OS MasterMap Water Network updated quarterly. 

• Continually maintained with OS MasterMap Topography Layer through on the 

ground observations and aerial photography. 

• Survey or driven to areas of change from change intelligence. 



Graham.Hughes@os.uk

David.Russell@os.uk

Questions


