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Who are MEDIN?

In operation since 2008 Open partnership 

Funded by 15 sponsors Budget ~£500K

Work with academia, government and industry

Sponsors



Some MEDIN links

• MEDIN reports to the Marine Science 
Coordination Committee (MSCC)

• Sit on UK Marine Monitoring Assessment 
Strategy (UKMMAS) evidence groups. Group 
of most relevance to this conference would 
be Productive Seas Evidence Group (PSEG)

• Sit on Marine Industries Liaison Group (MILG)

• Work with various industry partners and 
initiatives e.g. Offshore Renewable Energy 
(ORE) Catapult



Objective: 

“improve access to, and management of, UK 
marine data and information”

Hub for UK 
Marine Data

Marine 
Standard & 
Guidelines

Expertise

Easier data sharing



Hub for UK Marine Data

7 Data Archive Centres (DACs)

Discovery 

metadata

Data



Marine Discovery Metadata Standard



Data Guidelines

Field format: Free text, Decimal, Controlled Vocabulary

Field Title M

C

O 

Description Recommended 

Controlled 

Vocabulary or 

Format

Examples

surveyName M Title of the 

survey 

Free text; 2004 CCW Menai Strait 

benthic monitoring survey

surveyAbstract M Brief description 

of the purpose 

of the survey 

and other types 

of 

measurements 

that were made 

for the survey. 

Free text; Survey was the first in a 

series of 3 in 2010 whose 

specific aim was to identify 

sites suitable for further 

monitoring. Geophysical 

techniques were used in 

combination with grabs and 

cores to assess seabed type.

Provide guidance on what metadata needs to be collated to allow data to 

be re-used – not guidance on how to collect data

Drafted by DACs and other expert bodies. Help to speed up data 

ingestion into DACs and subsequently makes re-use easier



MEDIN workshops

• MEDIN hold workshops on discovery 

standard and data guidelines

• Free to attend

Workshop dates Venue Guideline focus

10 June 2015 BGS Murchison 

House, Edinburgh

Geology data

19 August 2015 NOC Liverpool Physical 

oceanography / 

bathymetry

08 December 2015 The Crown Estate, 

London

Biology and 

biodiversity

09 March 2016 BGS, Keyworth Geology



MEDIN metadata discovery portal

• “A single point of access for 
UK marine data and 
information”
MEDIN 2008 Business Plan Objective

• The portal is intended to be a 
metadata discovery service 
providing users with access to     
a well-balanced, authoritative 
marine metadata catalogue

• MEDIN portal went online 

in June 2010

• portal.oceannet.org

• Aim is to have all data available 
under Open Government 
Licence

http://portal.oceannet.org/


Open Government Licence

• Further context, best practice and 

guidance can be found in the UK 

Government Licensing Framework section 

on The National Archives website.

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/uk-gov-licensing-framework.htm


Is MEDIN working? Good coverage?

>9,200  datasets accessible through portal
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Dynamic – All DACs archiving new data every 
year.

Use

Data used?

> 50% increase in requests for data from 2013 –
2014.

Is MEDIN working? Data in? 



MEDIN GIS reference layers

• MEDIN provide 115 GIS reference layers on many 

marine topics – compiled by a range of 

organisations

• Layers are categorised using INSPIRE themes. 

• All layers available under the Open Government 

Licence

• Downloadable using a searchable interface at

http://www.oceannet.org/download_gis/

• MEDIN tool to create discovery metadata for GIS 

layers

http://www.oceannet.org/download_gis/


MEDIN future work

• Enhance portal functionality and usability

• Expanding MEDIN coverage

– new DACs and new data types

– Linking MEDIN to new initiatives

• Continue expanding data guidelines and 

discovery metadata standard

• Encourage adoption of data guidelines 

across the marine sector

• Increase profile of, and participation in 

MEDIN (new partners welcome!  )



There’s data out there, but we can’t always 

see it

http://xkcd.com/



Thank you

• Any questions?


